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Honors in Global Health  

Program Purpose:   

1. Encourage, support, and recognize medical students who work extensively with medically vulnerable 
global populations during their medical school careers. 

a. MCW is committed to improving global health through both local and international 
engagement.  Many students work with global populations or on global issues through service, 
education or research through Scholarly Pathways and their student organizations.  The 
purpose of this Honors distinction is to support and recognize sustained commitment, excellence, 
and impact over and beyond usual expectations. 

2. Improve and learn about the unique healthcare needs of patients, families, and communities from a 
“neighborhoods to nations” perspective through the development, implementation, and evaluation of 
evidence-based global health projects. 

a. Students distinguish themselves by assuming significant responsibility in the collaborative 
planning, implementation, evaluation, and dissemination of focused, sustainable global health 
initiative(s). 

Program Eligibility:  Students submit their Honors in Global Health proposal prior to starting work on 
their honors thesis project.  Criteria for consideration include: 

1) ework ( e.g., outstanding performance in the Global Health (GH) Pathway 
or approved alternative) 

b) Global health engagement through scholarly activities including research, education, or service 
beyond minimum course requirements, which result in a measurable product (e.g., new 
partnership, pilot data, new curriculum, publication, community impact, website).  Student must 
provide evidence of progress toward completion of a relevant scholarly project that will meet MCW 
graduation requirements, including (at minimum) a submitted and approved Scholarly Project 
Proposal. 

Application Requirements:  

1) Personal Statement: Outline your overall global health accomplishments to-date, personal goals, and 
commitment to global health scholarship.  Briefly describe the background/significance, 
goals/objectives, methods, and results of the scholarly project as well as your role in the project, how 
much time you committed to the work, and whether it has, or will be, published. Confirm that your 
Scholarly Project Proposal has been approved. Progress toward completion of the Scholarly Project 
(e.g., stage of project, timeline) and anticipated or actual results must be included in the application. 
Note: the Scholarly Project, regardless of its stage of completion, must NOT be the same project as that 
proposed for the Honors in Global Health (see below). 

2) Global Health Honors Project Proposal: The Honors in Global Health Project Proposal should include 
the following sections: (A) Background and Significance (with citations), (B) Goals/Objectives (and how 
they extend the previous project, if applicable), (C) Methods (data sources, populations, data collection 
approaches, evaluation approaches, analysis approaches), (D) Anticipated Results, (E) Description of 
partnering organizations and the student’s role, (F) Description of how the project aligns with 
Consortium of Universities for Global Health core competencies (https://www.cugh.org/online-

tools/competencies-toolkit/), (G) planned presentation format(s) and anticipated authorship position 
for the student , and (H) how the student plans to find the time to accomplish the project (i.e. Pathway 
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time, research elective). The Honors project may build upon the required Scholarly Project but must 
extend the work beyond that of the required scholarly project.  

3)   Learning/Mentorship Plan: In addition, the student must provide an Individual Learning Plan that 
includes a commitment to dedicate time during and/or beyond the third year to relevant global health 
educational, research, service, and leadership activities.  This must include at least two of the following: 

i) Sustained commitment to the GH Pathway (beyond mandatory requirements
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viii) Explain how/when the additional training time will be fulfilled (e.g., research elective, 
Pathway time, on nights/weekends with specifics). 

2) Learning/Mentorship Plan (ILP format):  Provide a detailed learning plan that includes a 
commitment to dedicate time during and/or beyond the third year to relevant educational activities 
(e.g., Pathway participation, relevant electives), leadership and community service activities.   

3) Letters of Support from Faculty Mentor and Partner(s) (letter from partner(s) if/as 
appropriate): Mentors must outline support for the project and willingness to support the student 
through project completion and attest that 1) the student has made significant accomplishments to-
date consistent with the Honors in Global Health goals; 2) the student is taking a primary lead role on 
the project in collaboration with the global health partner (when applicable), and 3) the project 
adheres to global health scholarship principles.  

 


