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October 2021: “It’s a Custody Case” Assumptions & Myths 

CORRECTING ASSUMPTIONS 

As you can read and hear about in the resources below, due to gender bias and stereotypes about 
family court, a “Child Sexual Abuse Penalty” exists for mothers whose children allege abuse during 
custody disputes (Meier & Dickson, 2017). In 68% of cases when child sexual abuse is alleged against 
the father by the child/mother, custody is then switched to the father 

  

https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1576&context=lawineq
https://scholarship.law.umn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1576&context=lawineq
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/238891.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/238891.pdf
https://www.ojp.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/238891.pdf
https://stopabusecampaign.org/2017/03/16/saunders-study/
https://www.hbo.com/documentaries/allen-v-farrow/episodes
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/03/07/arts/television/allen-v-farrow-episode-3-recap.html
https://revealnews.org/podcast/bitter-custody/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/gender-bias-and-the-myth-of-parental-alienation/id1462683950?i=1000461656872

